
Coping on the Coast

The Lincolnshire Coastal 
Change Pathfinder



The Pathfinder Programme

• Government programme

• 15 successful bids for pathfinder status 
announced early December 2009

• To explore different ways of supporting coastal 
communities adapt to long-term effects of 
climate change

• Complete by March 2011

• Report findings nationally



Lincolnshire’s Proposals
• Coastal Study – completion to influence regional planning policy

• Researching how people are likely to respond to emergency 
situations on the coast 

• Improving information and communications

• Local engagement and support to adapt to effects of climate change 

• Promoting design solutions

• Mablethorpe – a detailed case study

• Understanding the ‘hidden’ coastal community



Some of the main points
• Encouraging use of flood-resilient building 

design
• Working with communities so that adaptation is 

done with them, not to them

• Building informed understanding of flood risk –
short-term & long-term

• Establishing the trust so that public bodies and 
communities can share the information they 
need – affects some of the people most 
vulnerable to flood risk 



A few examples…



30,000 Caravans - the 
highest concentration in 
Europe – more hidden 
than you   might think!



Property level resilience



Kitchen appliances
on plinths

Ceramic tiles;
higher electrical points;
water resistant plaster 



Storing
Building in capacity upstream 



Draining

Controlled discharge



Retaining
Solutions for living with water

…and getting a bit more radical…



Living with Water



Floating Homes - Rotterdam



Floating Homes - Maasbommel



Amphibious Homes



Some of the big questions

• How do we share information widely about flood risk and 
hazard without creating anxiety and negative responses?

• What sort of help are coastal communities likely to need 
in adapting to the impact of climate change over time? 

• How can we best encourage homeowners and landlords 
to install flood resilience measures in existing homes and 
businesses?

• What could we do to improve communication with the 
large seasonal population along the coast?


